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The Werkbundarchiv – Museum der Dinge presents the special exhibition 
"Sehwaisen", devoted to works by the Swiss artist Gabriele Rérat (1960–2010). Her 
works, created out of found objects, are characterized by a critical, ironic attitude, 
and correspond in many ways with the Museum and the objects in its collections. 
 
Rérat's view takes things out of the context of their original purpose to focus on 
their aesthetic potential and their poetic nature. In her assemblies and unusual 
arrangements, objects that were once quotidian take on new meanings. 
 
Influenced by her studies in Berlin in the late 1980s, Rérat made mundane, everyday 
things the vocabulary and the central means of expression of her art. The title 
"Sehwaisen" refers to the multiple ways of seeing (Sehweisen) such objects, and to 
the found objects as orphans (Waisen) that begin a new existence under the artist's 
gaze. 
 
Rérat's constellations of objects ask not "What was that used for?" but "What can 
that turn into?". At the same time, her works are also references to social and 
political topics, as for example "Olympiade@home" (2006) and "Burka Blue" (2008). 
 
The unfamiliar view of things that artists present evokes different insights from 
those of scholarly study, and is used as a productive factor in the work of the 
Werkbundarchiv – Museum der Dinge. 
 
The exhibition "Sehwaisen" presents some 30 wall and floor objects in the 
Museum's special exhibition area. The objects form a dense dialog with the 
permanent exhibition, which presents the Museum's collection on the product 
culture of the 20th and 21st centuries in an "open archive". The juxtaposition of the 
exhibitions offers visitors an opportunity to compare scholarly and artistic views of 
the objects of everyday culture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



More information and press photos you find here: 
http://www.museumderdinge.org/information/press 
 
For questions, please contact: 
Imke Volkers 
Tel.: +49 (0)30 / 92 10 63 -22 
volkers|at|museumderdinge.de 
 
Opening Hours: 
Thu  – Mon      12  – 7 p.m. 
 
Werkbundarchiv –Museum der Dinge 
Oranienstraße 25 
10999 Berlin 
 
Telefon: +49 (0)30 / 92 10 63 - 11 
Fax: +49 (0)30 / 92 10 63 - 12 
info@museumderdinge.de 
www.museumderdinge.org 
 
 
 
 


